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1. 

 
Maintaining The Trailers Galvanized Surface 
 
Your Dunbier trailer is coated in a galvanized finish, where the trailer has undergone a chemical process that bonds very hot liquid zinc to 
the trailer and it’s components, becoming part of the base metal below it. The zinc covering forms a sacrificial barrier that protects the steel 
under the zinc, very similar to anodes provided in modern marine engines. The environment in which the trailer is used, stored and main-
tained determines the level of deterioration of the zinc. In areas of high humidity, high salinity or poor water quality, it is common for the 
zinc finish to deteriorate very quickly, and a higher level of care is required to slow the deterioration of the zinc.  
 
Trailers must be washed thoroughly after use with fresh water and must be   dry before putting into storage in a garage or  a w ell  
ventilated area.  This particularly applies to high temperature and humidity area’s where the garage temperature will exceed 50 deg  with 
the garage doors closed. This accelerates the deterioration of  the galvanized surface. It is most probable that salt residues will also drop 
onto your trailer from the hull above whilst in storage. If this occurs, please wash as soon as practical to prevent the salt chlorides from 
reacting with the zinc surface whilst drying.  
 
It is normal as the zinc surface ages, that a white powder formation be evident on the galvanized components. This is normal excretion 
from the zinc, called a calcium carbonate that forms as a layer over the zinc to protect itself from the elements. This is normally evident in 
the low drainage points of the trailer, where salt residues collect. If this cosmetic only build-up is worrying it can be removed with a wire 
brush, but is recommended that for maximum protection to be left alone. By regularly maintaining the galvanized surface of your trailer the 
life of the zinc coating can be enhanced for many years. Cosmetic appearance of the galvanized surface is no t covered by warranty  

 
To our valued purchaser: 
Thank you for purchasing a Dunbier trailer. If  you encounter a mechanical problem with this trailer that your 
selling dealer for some unknown reason, cannot resolve, we at  Dunbier would like to hear from you so please 
feel free to contact  our  customer relations department at one of our  state or international office’s listed below.  
 
Russell Dunbier 
Managing Director 

SYDNEY OFFICE: 
25 Devon Road, 
Ingleburn, NSW  2565 

Phone: (02) 9618 0100 
Fax:  (02) 9618 0300 
Email: dunbnsw@dunbier.com 

PERTH OFFICE: 
16  Malcolm Rd, 
Maddington, W A, 6109 

Phone: (08) 9452 1855 
Fax:  (08) 9452 1488 
Email: dunbwa@dunbier.com 

BRISBANE OFFICE: 
124  Lahrs Road, 
Ormeau,   QLD  4208 

Phone: (07) 5540 7477 
Fax:  (07) 5540 7474 
Email: dunbqld@dunbier.com 

MELBOURNE (HEAD) OFFICE 
136-164 Boundary Road, 
Braeside, Victoria 3195 

Phone: (03) 9580 2455 
Fax:  (03) 9587 3374 
Email: dunbier@dunbier.com 

ADELAIDE OFFICE: 
160 Francis Road, 
Wingfield, S A , 5013 

Phone: (08) 8345 2211 
Fax:  (08) 8345 2244 
Email: dunbsa@dunbier.com 

www.dunbier.com 



2. 

Couplings. 
 
Connect the coupling to tow ball on the car by placing the coupling directly over the ball, pull up the handle and let the coupling slide down 
over the ball then release the handle letting it bottom out on the top of the coupling as shown in Fig 1 .  If the coupling handle does not 
bottom out,   check the tow ball anti-rattle bolt on the front of the coupling is not screwed to far in and stopping the coupling from going 
completely down over the ball.  
 
Do-not get into the habit of using the spring loaded catch to hold the plunger in the up position when connecting to your vehicle as shown 
in Fig 2 . Around  80% of trailer users drive off with the coupling in this position, it then can come off the ball , drops down on to the trailers 
safety chain and does a lot of damage to the towing vehicle. Not to mention the safety aspect of the situation. 
 
Mechanical, hydraulic and standard couplings as shown in Fig 2 & 3 .  need to be greased at the points arrowed every six months or when 
there is no grease present on the shafts, at the same time all the bolts and nuts need to be checked for tightness.  
 
Safety Chains 
 
Connect the safety chain to the vehicle with “D” shackle supplied with the trailer, do not use a key pad lock between the safety chain and 
the towing vehicle while travelling.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fig 2. Fig 1. Fig 3. 
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Swivel Jockey Wheels . 
The swivel wheel that is on your trailer, should be  turned upside down when travelling as shown in Fig 1 . 
  
Wind-Up or Swing-Up Jockey Wheels 
When manoeuvring your trailer off the vehicle,  fitted with  wind-up wheels either as standard or optional  on any hard or soft surface, the 
Jockey wheel should be completely in it’s wound down position as shown in Fig 2. With the jockey wheel in it’s full extended position as in 
Fig 3 you will strain and damage the jockey wheel.  Bent or strained jockey wheels are not covered by warranty. 
 
Swing-UP Jockey Wheel Precaution : 
If your trailer is fitted with a Swing-Up jockey wheel be extra careful that when the Jockey wheel is swivelled from horizontal (trailing posi-
tion) to vertical (manoeuvring position) that the two spring loaded handle extension pins have locked securely into both holes in the jockey 
wheels mounting plate, before moving the trailer.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig 3. Fig 2. Fig 1. 
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Axles And Springs 

Dunbier recommends that the suspension components be inspected at least twice yearly for any evidence of loose ubolts, bolts and    
corrosion or breakage of the leaf springs. Painted suspension components should be sprayed regularly with products such as lanolin 
based sprays to increase the life of the axles, springs and hubs. Galvanized suspensions require a simular inspection and spraying with 
the same products and will add to the life of the components. 

 

Wheel Bearings  

Should be checked and repacked or replaced every 6 months depending on trailer use. For a quick check, jack up the wheel  and give it a 
wobble from side to side as in Fig 1. If there is slack in the bearing you will need to retighten the axle hex nut, then give the wheel a spin, if 
noisy then change the bearings also If you un-assemble the hub and there is evidence of  rust   this  will also render the bearings unfit for 
use and require replacement.  Part Numbers for bearings and seals shown in Fig 2.  
 
Wheel Bearing Protectors 
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 Fig 1. Fig 2. Fig 3. 

Trailers with 39mm Rd  Axle # 1690 
 40mm Sq   Axle # 1690 
 45MM  sq  Axle # 1707S 
 50mm Sq  Axle # 1708 

Bearing & Seal Kits  

 
Brakes 
The braking system on your Dunbier trailer is generally a disc brake over-ride system, either in mechanical (cable operated) or hydraulic 
(fluid operated). Hydraulic callipers must be  sprayed with an anti-corrosion spray after use and fully  serviced  every 6 months. Trailers 
fitted with Hydrastar braking system  refer to owners manual " The Hydrastar unit is weather proof only, NO WARRANTY is available due 
to water entry".  
Your mechanical callipers and components are fully galvanized using stainless steel bushes and bolts. The system is reasonably easy to 
maintain and providing you wash your callipers, discs and cable down straight after a days boating it will provide a long life. Mechanical 
brake cable generally last some time, however at any sign of deterioration, the cable needs to be replaced. To adjust the tension on me-
chanical brakes, boat, motor and all equipment needs to be on the trailer. The cable can then be adjusted at the front pully Fig 1 . or the 
adjustment bolt on the calliper Fig 2 . Remember to leave enough slack in the cable to allow for the flex in the trailer while under way. 
 
Tandem Trailers with a gross mass over two tonne are fitted with a Hydrastar Hydraulic Electric braking system and disc braked on all four 
wheels as shown in Fig 3 . This system needs an in car electronic electric brake controller to operate it correctly, owner supplied and fitted 
by an auto electrician. The Hydrastar braking unit is mounted high over the coupling and must be kept clear of submersing and high pres-
sure cleaners at all times. A separate Hydrastar manual and wiring diagram comes with the trailer at time of delivery. 
 

Alloy And Steel Wheel Stud Patterns 

Alloy  9” and 10” Wheels:   Stud Size:  7/16”  Pitch Circle Diameter  108mm ( 41/4”)  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig 1. Fig 2. Fig 3. 

Adjustment Adjustment 



 

Tyres 
Correct tyre pressures are located on the yellow sticker at the front of your trailer and on the tyre’s side wall, regular checks for the correct 
inflation pressure and uneven tyre wear should be carried out. A boat trailers wheel camber is fixed and cannot be adjusted like a motor 
vehicle, a trailers axle will have a  bow in the centre betw een 10mm to15mm and is in tolerance.  
 
It is normal for trailers to have a slight run out of wheel camber which in most cases is not noticeable by eye but if the trailer is overloaded 
or does not have the right inflation pressure in the tyres, rapid wear wi ll occur on the inside edge of the tyres.        We recommend for 
maximum tyre life under normal use, that the tyres be rotated on the rim  every 12 months  or 6 months for heavy use. If a tandem trailer 
has excessive side wear on its front tyres only, this has been caused by the trailer not being towed level with the vehicle and has        
transferred most of the trailers weight to the front wheels.  Note: Tyre wear is not covered by warranty. 
 
Trailer Frame Drainage 
It is imperative that the drain holes throughout the trailer frame are kept clear and checked on a regular basis. This allows for drainage of 
any trapped water to exit the frame as shown in Fig 1. 
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Problem:  In-side edge  tyre wear single axle. 
Cause: Over loading and tyres not rotated. 
Fix: Rotate tyres or rotate on rim. 
Problem:  In-side tyre edge wear tandem front axle. 
Cause: Over loading on the front axle, tyres not rotated.   
Fix: Adjust towing level between car & trailer so all weight is 
 on four wheels 

Problem:  Side Edge Wear Both Sides of tyre 
Cause: Under Inflation. 
 
Fix: Inflate to Correct Pressure. 

Fig 1. 

 

Trailer Lighting 
Lighting and wiring need a six-month inspection to ensure that there is no cracked lamp lenses, no corrosion has got into the wiring, lamps 
and that all functions of the lamps are working. Felk Submersible Lamp in Fig 1. works on the air pocket system  like a glass when you 
turn it upside down in the water. To remove the globe tray for inspection apply pressure outwards on the tray tag and pull down. 
 
The Premier Submersible lamp in Fig 2.  is a sealed lamp. To remove the lens for inspection, remove the white clip, then hold the lens  
with a good grip ,apply pressure inwards and turn the lens anti clock wise then pull out. Replacement globes shown in Fig 3. 

 

Hand Winch 
The winches selected for use on your trailer are of high quality, particularly chosen for that trailer load capacity. However, do not overload 
your winch, use it only for the application it has been supplied for on normal ramp conditions. All winches are fitted with webbing straps, 
the same material as seat belts. This material is designed for higher load rating and braking strain, compared to equivalent cable.  
 
When you finish with the trailer for the day check that the winch strap is dry, if it is still wet unwind the strap off the winch and let it dry out.  
This will avoid rusting on the winch drum. Oil the winch shafts ,bushes and gears periodically when needed.  

 

 

.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig 1. Fig 2. Fig 3. 

FELK: Stop/Tail: Bayonet 21W/5W  # 2620 
FELK: Flasher: Festoon 44x 15x 21W # 2630 
PREMIER Tail: Festoon 38x11x5W # 2650 
PREMIER Stop: Festoon 44x15x21W # 2630 
PREMIER Flasher: Festoon 44x15x21W # 2630 
 

Replacement Globes  

Globe Tray Tag 
White Clip Between Lenses  



 
Fitting Boats To The Trailers. 

 
For all Boat fit-ups to trailers, adjust winch post and alignment of win ch after all other adjustments are made. 
 
Sports Series , Suits both Fibreglass and Aluminium Boats: 
Boat should sit hard on all keel rollers, side pads to be positioned as far out from keel as possible then adjusted to take the minimum 
amount of weight to steady the boat. If they take too much weight of the hull, then the boat will be hard to launch off the trailer.   
 
Centre-Line Series , Most Suited For Aluminium Boats: 
Boat should sit hard on all keel rollers, Centre-Line systems not to be touching any part of the hull, side Teflon skid pads to be positioned 

as far out from the keel as possible then to be adjusted up firm against the hull of the boat. 
 
Loader Series , Most Suited For Aluminium Boats: 
Boat should sit hard on all keel rollers, Centre-Line systems not to be touching any part of the hull, side Teflon skid pads to be positioned 
as far out from the keel as possible then to be adjusted up firm against the hull of the boat. 
 
Rollamatic Series , Suits both Fibreglass and Aluminium Boats: 
Set up, with boat sitting firm on the rear cradle and front keel roller, making sure that the rear cradle arms will not hit any strakes when the 
boat comes off. Adjust all remaining keel and side wobble roller arms up by placing a jack under the leg until all are firm.  
 
SupaRolla Series , Suits both Fibreglass and Aluminium Boats: 
Set the boat on the trailer with all cradles down except the front and rear sets, then adjust each individual set up with a jack under the leg 
until they are just firm on the hull. All the inside wobble rollers should be as close to the keel as possible, with the outside rollers to be on 
the far outside of a strake.  Every  roller should be touching the hull and be clear of any strakes built into the hull. 
 
Wide-Track Series , Suits both Fibreglass and Aluminium Boats: 
Set the boat on the trailer with all cradles down except the front and rear sets, then adjust each individual set up with a jack under the leg 
until they are just firm on the hull. All the inside wobble rollers should be as close to the keel as possible, with the outside rollers to be on 
the far outside of a strake.  Every  roller should be touching the hull and be clear of any strakes built into the hull. 
 
AFTER FULL TRAILER ADJUSTMENT YOUR BOAT DOES NOT CO ME UP THE TRAILER STRAIGHT. 
If all skid pads or roller measurements are correct. Then check that the boat sits horizontal in the water, even a very slight lean will bring 
the boat up to one side. Move fuel tanks, fishing gear etc, to bring the hull horizontal to the water. 
 
Note: Full multi-roller trailers have a 50mm retrieving tolerance of either side of the centre line of the trailer and this depends on the boats 
strakes where they are positioned.    
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DUNBIER MARINE PRODUCTS PTY. LTD. (A.C.N.005.081.33 6) (“DUNBIER”)TRAILER WARRANTY   

Two Year Frame Warranty 
Dunbier warrants each boat trailer frame and its fabricated steel components including the ball coupling and wheels (but excluding tyres and tubes) to be free 
of structural or welding defects for a period of two years from the date of original purchase. 

One Year Warranty 
Dunbier warrants the hot dipped galvanized finished surface of each boat trailer and its components for a period of one year from the date of manufacture on 
the compliance plate against red rust. This Warranty also extends to galvanized u bolts, nuts, bolts, mechanical braking equipment and the manual winch but 
excludes the strap or cable. 

Six Months Warranty 
Dunbier provides a general Warranty  as to fitness,  for a  period of  six months  from the date of original  purchase with  regard  to  lighting,   hydraulic braking  
equipment, axles, bearings, seals, tyres (excluding tyre wear), the surface finish of painted or powder coated  wheels and jockey wheels.  

Obligations of Dunbier  
Dunbier shall repair or replace any item covered by the Warranties above, within reasonable time after direction from the Dunbier Office in your state,  for the 
address where the trailer is to be returned. 

Conditions/Exclusions/Limitations.  
· The warranties herein contained extend to the original purchaser (whose details are recorded by Dunbier) only. They do not cover any person to whom a 
 trailer is transferred. Exercise of any of the above Warranties is subject to delivery of the Trailer to Dunbier and to proof of purchase and the date of 
 purchase (as to which Dunbier’s records shall be conclusive in the case of disagreement.) 

· This Warranty does not cover  the  cosmetic   appearance of the galvanized surface of a trailer or its components  (which change after a trailer leaves  
 Dunbier’s factory). It does not extend to rust on painted, powder coated or zinc coated surfaces, brake  pads, winch cables, winch straps, bow rollers 
 and keel rollers. 

· This Warranty shall not extend to any trailer which is found to have been used for off road or any purpose other than that for which it was manufactured; 
 which is found to have been overloaded, (i.e. in excess of the stated mass load on the trailer  certification plate), which is altered or modified in any 
 way, or which malfunctions due to prior damage, unreasonable use or failure to provide reasonable and necessary maintenance. 

· This Warranty will be negated by and Dunbier will not bear any responsibility for any Warranty procedure or Charge carried out without alteration by 
 Dunbier. 

· There shall be no implied or actual Warranty with respect to the manufacture of, or merchantability, or fitness for a particular purpose of any Dunbier 
 Trailer and Dunbier shall not be liable for any transportation charges, or for any direct, special, incidental, consequential (including loss of profit) or other 
 loss or damage, whether based in contract, or tort, or arising from breach of any Warranty or  otherwise PROVIDED THAT Dunbier acknowledges that
  this Warranty does not exclude or limit the application of any provision of any Statute (including the Trade Practices Act) where to do so would 
 contravene that Statute or cause any part of this Agreement to be void (“Non-excludable Condition”). Dunbier’s total liability hereunder for a breach of 
 any Non-excludable Condition (other than one implied by Section 69 of the Trade Practices Act) is limited at its option to any one of supplying, re
 pairing or replacing or paying the cost of supplying, repairing or replacing a Trailer. 

· COMMERCIAL OR OFF ROAD USE: Dunbier Marine Products P/L do not warrant trailers used Commercially or Off Road or warrant that Dunbier  
 Trailers are suitable for a particular off road or commercial application. 160404 
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